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 7 September 2020 
 
Dear Chief Executive 

Post-legislative Scrutiny of Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 

In July 2019, the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee wrote to all 
local authorities forwarding a link to the Committee’s report on post-legislative 
scrutiny of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 20101 and requesting information on 
the immediate steps that each local authority would be taking to strengthen how they 
dealt with out of control and dangerous dogs.  

At its meeting on 20 August 2020, the Committee took evidence from the Minister for 
Community Safety to obtain an update on the progress being made by the Scottish 
Government, and other relevant public bodies, in implementing the Committee’s 
recommendations. In advance of that meeting, the Minister wrote to the Committee 
providing data on dog attacks and dog control activity across Scotland.  

Those figures revealed that, despite a year-on-year increase in dog attacks, there 
are significant variations in the level of activity across local authorities in tackling out 
of control and dangerous dogs, including the number of investigations being 
conducted; the number of dog control notices being issued and the number of dog 
wardens being employed by each local authority. The Committee also learned that 
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only 19 local authorities had responded to the Scottish Government’s recent 
consultation into the effectiveness of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010.2, 3 

The Committee therefore agreed to write to each local authority and requests the 
following information: 

• your response to the figures in the Minister’s letter that relate to your authority 
and authority’s area; 

• an update on the action that your authority is taking, and plans to take, to 
tackle dog attacks and out of control dogs in your area;  

• any positive outcomes that your action has achieved to date;  
• any particular aspects where you consider further resource and/or action is 

required; 
• information on the resource that your authority is currently investing in this 

issue; and 
• if your authority did not respond to the Scottish Government’s consultation 

into the effectiveness of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010, the reason 
for not doing so. 

I would be grateful if you could respond to this letter by 2 October 2020. All 
responses will be published on the Committee’s website.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Anas Sarwar MSP 
Acting Convener 
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